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Oil Person of the Year
Tony Day

Tony Day was born August 11th, 1932 at Admiral, Saskatchewan. His education
included Elementary and Junior High. Tony worked at many jobs including
farming, trucking grain, seismic and building roads, ditches and dugouts. In the
fall of 1952 Tony's "QOil Patch Days" began as he worked roughneck on Paul
Guthrie Drilling Rig South of Eastend. In 1955 Tony's rig moved to Carnduff and
like the rig, Tony was portable with a 1943 Chev car and bunkhouse trailing
behind. Tony worked derrick and then was offered a job as a 24 hour mechanic
on the drilling rigs for Antelope Drilling. In 1957 he bought a portable welder to
do welding at the rig. In 1957 a company formed, Fast Trucking Service Ltd.
Equipment was initially a 1954 GMC winch truck with bed and gin poles and a
1955 Chev water truck. He drove to gin pole for the next 7 years, then, replaced
it with a 1957 Mack.

At this time he was also expanding his Water Hauling Fleet. In December of
1960 Tony married Vi Bayliss of Carnduff. They have 4 children, Linda, Teresa,
Dennis and Larry. In 1969 they bought an acreage west of Carnduff. Tony and Vi
started to set in a rural footing of their own where the shop and residence are
still today. In 1974 Tony left the job of being a mechanic on the Drilling Rig and
started concentrating on building a fleet of rig moving trucks, eventually getting
out of water hauling. In 1979 another company was formed, Day Construction.
The Company was initially formed with a D7 Cat which was used to assist on rig
moves. The company expanded to building drilling leases and roads, Tony took
on the job of building the unstoppable truck to be used on rig moves call "SOW"
(a Pacific truck form the coal mines) which is still used today. In 1986 another
venture was completed with the drilling of Tonys first oilwell. This got him back
in the water hauling business, only the truck was full of salt water this time. In
1994 another undertaking was completed with dismantling of a 180'X230 shop a
Coronach, SK and rebuilding it west of Carnduff to house and repair the trucks
and cats. Tony even tried to harness the wind blowing through this province by
erecting a windomatic windcharger. Another challenge only this this with
SaskPower. Tony was given approval to contribute into SakPower's mainline
selling power back to them. In 1977 - 1998 there were 140 employees in Fast
Trucking and 20 in Day Construction. At present the company still manager by
the Day Family. As one can see, Tony has accomplished many feats and some
not withstanding despair. But, as observed, this is truly a pioneer of the
Southeast Saskatchewan Oil Patch.




