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Oil Person of the Year
John Kmita

John moved to Weyburn in 1960 and started as a roughneck for Addison & Leyen in
1961. In twelve years with Addison and Leyen John worked his way to general
manager. John and his partner Mel Kitzel started John Kmita Ltd. With one service rig
in 1972. He bought out his partner Mel in 1974 and expanded to two rigs in 1981. in
1985 he acquired his third rig. John has had his rigs in the Encana Field for the last
22 years. John Kmita Ltd has grown with the changed in the oilfield and has adapted
accordingly. John married Sandy Meyer in 1966 and together have 4 children that
have all taken an active part in John Kmita Ltd. John Kmita has maintained and grown
his company through all the boom and bust cycles in the oilpatch. He has retained
employees, keeping them on payroll and in our community. John has maintained a
staff of 20 people that are local to our area and have added to our community.in 1985
when John purchased his third rig it was the first rig of its size in the southeast and
was scrutinized as to big for this area.

That rig has set a standard that has been copied by many and set a precidence for
the rights that are now in demand. John was involved in the local Kinsmen Club for
many years volunteering his time to community events. His fondest memories were
being involved in the annual Yorkton hockey tournament. His passion for hockey has
been strong. He coached his sons in minor hockey for many years. John had one of
the video cameras and would tape the Red Wing Games and offer his 2 cents to the
Red Wings. Johns other passion is rodeo and team roping. He has been a supporter
and was involved in implementing team roping in this area. He has hosted major
events and donated his arena to 4H and youth groups. John, his sons and grandsons
are all involved in rodeo and it has become a family tradition. John is very proud of
his community and has donated himself, his men equipment and financially over the
years. these include the building the sports arena, 4H shows and rodeo events.
Through the years | have known John he has anonymously donated to many local
people, the handicap, needy and disabled without any publicity and fanfare. His belief
is to support and do business locally. I've heard John say many times "if you cant do
business with friends you defiantly wont with your enemies". During Johns 37 years in
business and 48 years in the Southeast oil patch he has made many friends. These
friendships have remained solid to the day and will be very evident when John
accepts this award. John is a very proud man and not one to brag. His attitude
towards work was "head down and ass up" this attitude has made him a survivor of
many ups and downs in the oil industry. John is currently semi - retired but is still
involved in decision making at John Kmita Ltd. John Kmita Ltd is 100% family owned
and run business with his son Jonathan now managing the day to day operations.
They have expanded with a new shop and office complex at their location East of
Weyburn next to Johns ranch and farming operation.




