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Oil Person of the Year
Wilf Skjonsby

Wilfred Merril Skjonsby was born on March 8, 1937 in Oungre,
Saskatchewan. He grew up in Ratcliff, Saskatchewan and started
his oilfield career in 1954 for Central Leduc working maintenance
as a roustabout. Central Leduc then evolved into Central Del Rio
and Wilf became a Residential Battery Operator living right on the
lease in what is now the Weyburn Unit. In 1963 he was promoted to
production Foreman for Central De Rio. Central Del Rio then
became PanCanadian Petroleum Ltd. and in 1972 was promoted to
Superintendent of Saskatchewan Operations. Wilf held this position
for 20 years until he retired from PanCanadian in the spring 1992.
Upon his retirement he started a family run business called
Southeast Oilfield Services Ltd. (SOS) where he trained and
supervised Owen Skjonsby and Laurie Campbell as battery
operators. SOS operated wells for companies such as Langevin,
Atlantis, Anderson Oil Zargon Oil & Gas. From there Wilf started
SOS specializing in well servicing and construction which he is still
doing to this day. He has Regen resources, Fairbourne energy and
various other companies. From 1998 to 2004 Wilf was also
Production Forman for Zargon Oil & Gas on a contract basis. Wilf
was married to Marion Benning and they had five children, Denise
(laurie) Campell, Natalie (Denis) Hollaway, Norine (Grant)
schussler, Gail (Dana) Keen and Owen (Rochelle) Skjonsby. After
Marions dealth Wilf married Marrian Kasperski in 1996. Wilf has
twelve grandchildren and one great grandchild. If you have ever
had the opportunity to meet Wilf you will know first hand that he
has many stories about the oil patch that he loves to share, WIIf is
highly respected and admired by the staff and service providers
that he has worked with over the years. He truly loves the industry
and is an excellent Southeast Saskatchewan Oilman of the Year.




