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1997 Southeast Saskatchewan

Oil Person of the Year
Ron Carson

Our 1997 Southeast Saskatchewan Oilman of the Year is a 54 year businessman who has
been in the industry since his high school years. He began as a summer student working
in the Steelman Gas Plant, where he later became employed full-time following his
graduation. He worked there for 6 years before getting into business of his own. His first
business endeavor was a partnership in a oilfield welding and pipeline construction
company in 1968. That lasted until 1974 when that company was sold and he began his
own welding and maintenance business that since developed into one of the largest and
most successful of its kind in this industry. When he started in 1974 he had 2 welders,
(he was one) and one service crew for a total of 6 employees. Today he employs 220 men
at peak times, 161 minimum has 121 trucks in his fleet, 80 pieces of heavy duty
equipment, and an annual payroll of over $6.5 million. AIl of this is accomplished
exclusively in the Southeast corner of Saskatchewan. His head office is located in
Lampman and his crews and service blanket the entire Southeast corner, from Weyburn to
the Manitoba border, working for over 80 different oil companies both large and small.
Besides welding, maintenance and pipeline construction, his company, is very much in
tune with the needs of the nineties, has developed one of the best Safety departments in
this industry as well as an Environmental Department. The Safety Department, as well as
maintaining a near perfect safety record for their own company, offers safety training as
well as on site supervision for the entire industry here in the Southeast. As most
successful businessmen will attest, Ron too knows the importance of having and
maintaining good employees, and that he can only be as good as the people that work for
him. He has shown over his years in business that he is loyal and dedicated to those who
do the same for him, Six of his current employees have been with him for 20 or more
years, sixteen more between 15 and 20 years and fifty four others 5 to 15 years. His
company too remembers that the communities in which they live and work are also very
important to give back to as well. Ron has been very active in all of the communities in
which he works over the years. He supports sports like curling, golf and baseball as well
as hospitals and other community needs through cash donations and/or donations of labor
and equipment. This is a major commitment as his company can be found in numerous
communities throughout the Southeast like Lampman, Carlyle, Halbrite, Alida, Midale,
Arcola, Kipling, Carnduff, Oxbow, Gainsborough, Bienfait, Estevan and Weyburn to name
a few. And he hosts one of the biggest and best golf tournaments of the summer at the
Kenosee Golf Club annually. Ron and his wife Shirley were married in 1965 and have five
children and four grandchildren and I'm sure they are all very proud of our 1997
Southeast Saskatchewan Oilman of the Year, the owners of Carson's Welding and
Maintenance, a very successful man both in business and in life.




